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This is an abridged sample syllabus. Information is subject to change. Full syllabus will be
distributed to registered students when term begins.

CHIN_V 485 - Contemporary Chinese Fiction in Film

This course aims to enhance students’ advanced skills in reading, listening, speaking, and
writing modern standard Chinese. It focuses on Chinese films from the 21st century,
alongside the literary works from the same period. Through film studies, students will
analyze films in terms of literary adaptation, historical and social context, and their role in
exploring aspects of human identity in politics (e.g., gender, race, class, culture). Students
will apply literary and film studies to assess these subjects and reflect on their own
responses as film viewers. Each film serves as a gateway for discussions on cultural
issues, providing insights into contemporary China and the Chinese in a global context.

The course is delivered in Chinese only, so native or near-native fluency and proficiency in
oral and written Chinese is required.

Mode of Delivery: Online
Sample Readings

Required reading materials will be posted on Canvas.
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Assignments

Participation and Attendance | 15%
Quizzes and Self-study | 27%
Research Proposal | 15%

Final Research Paper | 30%

Short Film Project | 13%



