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ASIA_V 327 - Korean Popular Music in Context 

Kyrie Vermette 

Popular music is often dismissed as unworthy of academic examination. However, popular 
music indicates the social/political contexts within which that music was 
produced/consumed. The first part of this course treats popular music as an auditory 
source material that highlights people who have been marginalized. The second part of this 
course examines K-pop as a conduit for the spread and discussion of ideas. We will first 
examine types of music: from the late Chosǒn era to the introduction of Western music 
influences, the popularization of music, modernity, and colonialism, and finally, the Pacific 
War and the Korean War and trot and folk songs amidst military dictatorship and 
democratic movements. In the second part of our course, we will focus on the global 
spread of K-pop, paying attention to the industrial/social contexts within which it is 
created. Topics we will examine include gender and soft power, amongst others. 

Mode of Delivery: In Person 
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Assignments 

Quizzes|20 

Song Analysisx2|30 

In-Class Group Project|20 

Final Paper or Project|30 


