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This is an abridged sample syllabus. Information is subject to change. Full syllabus will be
distributed to registered students when term begins.

CHIN_V 469 - Artistic Images in Chinese Literature from the Bronze Age to the Present
Zheng Cai

This course explores common themes in artistic images closely associated with literary
works in the history of China. Threading through a diversity of cultural forms and objects in
a chronological order, from 1046 BCE to 2020 CE, the extensive series of topics is focused
on the interrelationships between objects and words. This course identifies 50 objects of
cultural significance in Chinese civilization. Free-content illustrations of artistic objects
and an online digital library of free-content short excerpts from classical literary works in
Chinese are available on the course website of UBC Canvas. Through lectures,
discussions, visiting online museums worldwide, and assignments under a capstone
research project, the course aims to promote a deepened understanding of artistic and
literary representation as the vehicle for cultures and ideas. The course is delivered in
Chinese only, so native or near native fluency and proficiency in oral and written Chinese
are required.

Mode of Delivery: Online

Sample Readings

Bronze Inscriptions in Memory of Heroes ( “F{fiFp% » fEFH 5" ——F4i28 FAYT S
)

The Lofty Message of Forests and Streams ( “/3 B Pilg&ay » [ABGRBE" —— k& LI7KAY
MR EED

Ceramics as the Stage for Romantic Drama ( “BpEE(Esen) - SeeE AR —FAEM
HIFALE

Assignments
Participation and Engagement|20%

Self-study for Modules|15%
Module Quizzes|15%
Research Proposal|15%
Final Presentation|10%

Final Paper|25%



