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This is an abridged sample syllabus. Information is subject to change. Full syllabus will be
distributed to registered students when term begins.

ASIX_V 340 - Orientalism in Popular Culture
Arlen Wiesenthal

This course takes Edward Said’s book Orientalism, the concept of “Orientalism” articulated
within it, as well as later critics of both, as a basis to critique products of world-wide
popular culture. Students in this course can expect to encounter literature, movies, and art
in our sessions, which will be approached through decolonial teaching practices. The
course covers Orientalism in both pre-modern and modern contexts (from the Middle Ages
to the present), and spans the geography of continental Asia—the large geographical area
most often cast as “The Orient” (typically defined against a Euro-American “Occident”).
The course advances students’ understanding of popular culture that reproduces forms of
Eurocentricity, Exoticization, Islamophobia, and Racism.

Mode of Delivery: Online
Sample Readings

Lockman, Zachary. Contending Visions of the Middle East: The History and Politics of
Orientalism. 2nd Edition. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010.

Said, Edward. Orientalism. New York: Vintage Books, 1979.

Subrahmanyam, Sanjay. Europe’s India: Words, People, Empires, 1500-1800. Harvard:
Harvard University Press, 2017.

Assignments

Contribution To Class Discussion | 10%
Discussion Leadership| 10%
Annotations | 10%

5 Blogposts | 50%

Final Group Project Proposal | 5%

Final Project | 20%



