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This is an abridged sample syllabus. Information is subject to change. Full syllabus will be
distributed to registered students when term begins.

ASIA_V 332 - Confucianism in China and Beyond: Reinventions of Tradition
Bruce Rusk

The name “Confucianism” has come to designate a set of values, ideas, and texts that were
widespread and influential across East Asia for more than 2,000 years. Although some
people identified themselves as Confucians, many more drew on concepts and practices
derived from Confucianism in their approaches to learning, to everyday life, and to politics.
These ideas, however, were neither uniform nor stable: Confucians debated with each
other and with outsiders how to understand the world and how to foster betters individuals
and societies.

This course offers an overview of Confucianism from ancient times to the present, with a
focus on China but including other regions as well. We will examine how Confucianism has
been defined and redefined, celebrated and reviled, invented and reinvented across
history. We will read and discuss a mix of original primary sources and recent scholarship.

Mode of Delivery: In Person
Sample Readings
Paul Goldin, Confucianism

The Four Books: The Basic Teachings of the Later Confucian Tradition, translated by Daniel
K. Gardner

P.J. Ivanhoe, Readings from the Lu-Wang School of Neo-Confucianism
Assignments

participation|20

think pieces and responses|15

other writing assignments|10

quizzes|5

midterm (in-class)|15

final examination (take-home essay)|25



