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ASIA 354: Introduction to Japanese Cinema  

Colleen laird 

Explore the rich visual world of Japanese cinema in this introductory survey course covering 

films from the silent era to the present day. Over 13 weeks, students will examine more than a 

century of Japan’s film history through media literacy, visual analysis, and cultural context. The 

course highlights major genres, directors, production modes, and historical movements that 

shaped Japanese cinema and its global impact. Through lectures, readings, and screenings, 

students will gain insight into the industrial, aesthetic, and cultural evolution of film in Japan. 

All readings are in English, and most films are in Japanese with English subtitles.  

Mode of Delivery: In Person  

Sample Readings  

Yomota Inuhiko. What is Japanese Cinema? A History. Columbia University Press. 2019.  

Laird, Colleen. “Editing: Making Sense of Time and Space: Part 1 and 2.” YouTube. April  

Colleen Laird and Ayako Saitō, The Japanese Women Directors Project: Digital   

Dialogue with Prof. Ayako Saitō on Tanaka Kinuyo, video, 41:27, YouTube, August 16, 2022  

Assignments  

Class Discussions 10%  

Video Portfolio 45%  

Midterm(online) 20%  

Final Exam (in person) 25%  

  

  

  

  


