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ASIA 357:Introduction to Modern korean Literature 

Bruce Fulton 

By the end of this course, you will be able to:Read and analyze Korean literature (prose, 
poetry, and drama) in English translation, focusing on elements of literary style, content, 
and authorial world-view. Contextualize the assigned readings by comparing and 
contrasting them, and the authors, with one another on the basis of the criteria 
listed.Articulate your analyses in class discussion or directly to me by email, through a 
class-readings journal, or during office hours.Successfully complete essay-type final and 
midterm exams by organizing your thoughts on preassigned questions and writing a clear, 
original, well-argued answer. 

Mode of Delivery: In person 

Sample Readings 

The Penguin Book of Korean Short Stories (Penguin); available at UBC Bookstore 

The Red Room: Stories of Trauma in Contemporary Korea (RR); available at UBC Bookstore 

What Is Korean Literature? (WKL); available at UBC Bookstore or direct from the publisher 

Assignments 

Class participation: 20% of final grade; Weekly quizzes: 20% of final grade 

Midterm exam: 30% of final grade; Final exam: 30% of final grade 

Students may earn an additional 4–5 points toward their final course grade by successfully 
completing one of several optional enrichment projects. One option is a 15-minute class 
presentation on a specific author or topic, accompanied by a one-page single-spaced 
outline. Presentations on authors should address their major works beyond the assigned 
readings, distinctive literary characteristics, different critical approaches to interpreting 
their works, and their significance within modern Korean literature. Students may also 
choose to give a 15-minute creative performance involving music, dance, or spoken word 
inspired by themes or texts studied in the course. Another option is a term paper of at least 
15 double-spaced pages (approximately 3,750 words) focusing on an author, literary genre, 
or topic not covered extensively in class. Finally, students may submit a creative writing 
project—such as fiction, poetry, memoir, drama, or parody—based on themes from the 
readings, also with a minimum length of 15 double-spaced pages. 


