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ASIA_V 412 - Pre-Modern Chinese Poetry (Pre-Qin to Tang) 

Kay Duffy 

ASIA 412 is a survey of early Classical Chinese poetry, with a focus on the formative 
centuries leading up to the Tang Dynasty (618-907).  

No prior coursework in Chinese language, literature, or history is required.  

In this course, we grapple with the question of how one might become aware of and 
sensitive to the particular qualities of literary writings from so long ago, even when reading 
in English translation. Over the course of the term, you will develop an interpretive toolkit to 
support you in reading works by major figures such as Qu Yuan, Cao Cao (and his sons), 
and Tao Yuanming, as well as poems by anonymous men and women.  

You will thus come away from this course with the basic knowledge of early Chinese 
literary history and literary thought needed to understand and analyze early Classical 
Chinese poetry and to communicate your interpretations in speech and in writing. 

Mode of Delivery: In Person 

Sample Readings 

Michael A. Fuller. An Introduction to Chinese Poetry. Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 
2017. 

Sarah Schneewind. An Outline History of East Asia to 1200, third edition. eScholarship. UC 
San Diego, 2022. 

Assignments 

Quizzes|10 

In-class Exercises|10 

Lecture Notes|5 

Unit Test 1|20 

Unit Test 2|20 

Final Project - Presentation + Project Evaluation|35

 


