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ASIA452:Literature of the Korean Diaspora 

Bruce Fulton 

The Korean diaspora has enriched the cultural mosaic of Japan, China, Canada, the U.S., the 

former Soviet Union, and other countries throughout the world, producing a substantial and 

growing body of fiction, poetry, and memoir. Issues of displacement, acculturation, ethnicity, 

gender roles, and identity formation loom large in this literature, memory often serving as an 

imperfect means of re-constituting a lost family or community. At a time of ongoing population 

movements across national and geographic boundaries, diaspora literature offers keen insights 

into the human history that is central to an increasingly interdependent world. 

Mode of Delivery: In person 

Sample Readings 

Mirok Li, The Yalu Flows (email from instructor) 

Helie Lee, Still Life With Rice 

Axie Oh, XOXO 

June Hur, The Red Palace  

Yun-Yun, Unnie (available from instructor) 

Assignments 

Weekly in-class comment papers: 20% of final grade 

Class participation: 20% of final grade 

Midterm exam: 30% of final grade 

Final exam: 30% of final grade 

Extra Credit Options  

1. 15-minute oral report focusing on a work or author not covered in this course  

2. performance (song, dance, instrumental, spoken word) inspired by one of the course readings 

or themes 

3. creative writing (fiction, poetry, memoir, play) inspired by one of the course readings or 

themes


