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This is an abridged sample syllabus. Information is subject to change. Full syllabus will be
distributed to registered students when term begins.

ASIA 465: Japanese Horror
Colleen laird

This course explores the rise of Japanese horror, or “J-Horror,” and its major influence on
the global revival of horror cinema at the turn of the century. Focusing on directors such as
Hideo Nakata, Takashi Shimizu, Takashi Miike, and Kiyoshi Kurosawa, the course examines
how low-budget psychological horror transformed the genre worldwide. Students will also
study influential international films including Scream, 28 Days Later, and The Devil’s
Backbone to understand horror’s global evolution. All readings are in English, and films are
screened in Japanese with English subtitles.

Mode of Delivery: Asynchronous online
Sample Readings

Shin, Chi-sun. “Excessive’ Remake: From The Quiet Family to The Happiness of the
Katakuris.”

Transnational Cinemas 3, no. 1 (2012): 1-21.

Laird, Colleen and Kinoshita Chika. “Interview with Prof. Kinoshita Chika on Kurosawa
Kiyoshi’s

Loft.” Video, 1:15:28. YouTube. March 9, 2021

Martin, Adrian, and Christina Alvarez Lépez. “Proximity in Kiyoshi Kurosawa’s CREEPY.”
Mubi

Channel on YouTube. 2017
Assignments

Self-intro and horror Reflection 5%
Uncanny Synthesis 5%

Weekly Quizzes 15%

PechaKucha 10%

Sound Study 10%

Epigraph 10%



