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ASIA V581 - Research Methods and Source Materials in Korean Studies
Ji-Yoon An

This course will critique the latest publications in Korean studies, with a focus on cinema
and other forms of popular culture. Along with information on current research trends, the
course will provide students with the opportunity to hone their academic skills in reading,
writing, and discussion. We will analyse one or two text per class, from recently published
journal articles to the latest book monographs in the field. Class discussions will be
focused on issues related to the author’s scholarly position, structure, argument, primary
sources, methodology, and the general topography of the research topic. The course is
designed to be practical and helpful for any student preparing to write a thesis on culture
from any context. There is some flexibility to adjust the readings according to the interests
and backgrounds of the students. Each student may choose the form of their final project
between a new research paper or a rewrite of a previous paper.

Mode of Delivery: In-person
Sample Readings

Jeon, Joseph Jonghyun. Vicious Circuits: Korea’s IMF Cinema and the End of the American
Century. Stanford UP, 2019: Introduction and Chapter 2

Choi, Jinhee. Forever Girls: Necro-Cinematics and South Korean Girlhood. Oxford UP,
2025: Introduction and Chapter 3

Kim, Hieyoon. Celluloid Democracy: Cinema and Politics in Cold War South Korea. U of
California P, 2023: Introduction and Chapter 5

Assignments

Attendance and Participation | 10%

Oral Presentations and Discussion Leading: Presentation of Text | 20% (10% x2)
Oral Presentations and Discussion Leading: Leading of Class Discussion | 10%
Final Paper: Literature Review | 20%

Final Paper: Proposal and Abstract | 10%

Final Paper |30%



