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This is an abridged sample syllabus. Information is subject to change. Full syllabus will be
distributed to registered students when term begins.

ASIA_V 366 - Topics in Asian Studies
Kiran K. Sunar

What were the queer life worlds in early Asia? This course, “Queer/Early/Asias? : Re-
Constellating Gender, Power, and Time” probes this problem and invites students to
develop their own method of engagement with queer Asian pasts and presents.
“Queer/Early/Asia?” offers a survey on question of gender studies and sexuality studies in
non-Western, non-contemporary contexts. We take up literary and visual texts from the
pre-modern period alongside contemporary secondary scholarship and regional creative
adaptations that produce queer Asian futures. The course will include field trips, film
screenings, and museum visits. It may also include sensitive and graphic material--
reader/viewer be warned! : )

Mode of Delivery: In Person
Sample Readings

Ikeda, Asato. “Curating A Third Gender: Beautiful Youths in Japanese Prints.” TSQ:
Transgender Studies Quarterly 5, no. 4 (November 2018): 638-47.

The Handmaiden. Dir. Park Chan-wook. South Korea. 2016. (144 min.)

Vanita, Ruth and Saleem Kidwai. Same Sex Love in India. New Delhi: New York: Penguin
Books, 2008. (Selections: “Rekhti Poetry: Love Between Women (Urdu),” pp. 220-28 (and
skim pp. 192-217).

Assignments

Participation|10%

In-class assighments|20%

In-class reflections/Exit ticket|20%

Queer artifacts group lightning presentation|15%

Abstract and Literature Review for Final Research Essay or Critical-creative project|10%

Research outline and Final research essay OR Creative-critical project outline, Project, and
Expository essay|25%



