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This is an abridged sample syllabus. Information is subject to change. Full syllabus will be distributed to
registered students when term begins.

ASIX_V 300: News, Information, and Knowledge in Early Modern East Asia
Chui Joe Tham

From the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries, East Asia saw large-scale wars, rebellions, and
natural disasters sweep across Ming (later Qing) China, Tokugawa Japan, and Joseon Korea.
Events such as the Japanese invasions of Korea, the consolidation of the Tokugawa regime, and
the Qing conquest of China formed the background for the significant movement of people and
information across political borders. Envoys, traders, missionaries, soldiers, and exiles carried
oral reports, letters, and books. Translated, collated, verified, and edited, these vehicles of
information were transformed into knowledge texts: historical writing, literature, cartography,
religion, and philosophy. This course explores contemporary information transmission and
knowledge production in early modern East Asia. It explores themes such as information,
knowledge, and early modernity, while also addressing language translation, vernacular scripts,
and the Sinographic sphere. Anxieties over the veracity of the information received, and of
where ‘true’ and ‘authentic’ knowledge could be found, in which students may see an echo of
modern debates over ‘fake news’, will also thread through our exploration of this period.

Mode of Delivery: In Person
Sample Readings

Kornicki, Peter. Languages, Scripts, and Chinese Texts in East Asia. Oxford University Press, 2018.
(See “Introduction,” 1-22.)

Marcon, Federico. “The Critical Promises of the History of Knowledge: Perspectives from East
Asian Studies.” History and Theory 59, no. 4 (2020): 19-47.

Yoo, Jamie Jungmin. “Networks of Disquiet: Censorship and the Production of Literature in
Eighteenth-century Korea.” Acta Koreana 20, no. 1 (2017): 249-280.

Assignments

Contribution to Class Discussion: 10%
Short-Answer Questions: 30%
Presentation on Week’s Readings: 10%
Mid-Term Examination: 15%

Final Examination: 35%



