
ASIA 452: Literature of the Korean Diaspora 

Term 1, 2026-27 

Tuesday, 6-9 p.m. 

Buchanan D213 

This course will be taught in person only; your physical presence in class is required. 

 

The Korean diaspora has enriched the cultural mosaic of Japan, China, Canada, the U.S., 

the former Soviet Union, and other countries throughout the world, producing a 

substantial and growing body of fiction, poetry, and memoir. Issues of displacement, 

acculturation, ethnicity, gender roles, and identity formation loom large in this literature, 

memory often serving as an imperfect means of re-constituting a lost family or 

community.  At a time of ongoing population movements across national and geographic 

boundaries, diaspora literature offers keen insights into the human history that is central 

to an increasingly interdependent world. 

 

Instructor: Bruce Fulton, Department of Asian Studies 

Office: Asian Centre 216 

Office telephone: 604-822-6145 

Email: fultonb@mail.ubc.ca 

Office hours: Monday, 5-6; Tuesday, 4-5; or by appointment 

 

Required Texts (available at UBC Bookstore unless noted otherwise) 

Mirok Li, The Yalu Flows (email from instructor) 

Michelle Kim, Running Through Sprinklers 

Julia Cho, Aubergine (email from instructor) 

Julie Lee, Brother’s Keeper 

Axie Oh, XOXO 

Robin Ha, The Fox Maidens (available through Kindle) 

Don Lee, The Collective 

Nicky Sa-Eun Schildkraut, Magnetic Refrain 

June Hur, The Red Palace 

Patricia Park, What’s Eating Jackie Oh? 

 

Course Requirements 

Weekly in-class comment papers: 20% of final grade 

Class participation: 20% of final grade 

Midterm exam: 30% of final grade 

Final exam: 30% of final grade 

 

Extra Credit Options (successful completion earns you 4 or 5 points added to your 

final grade) 

1. 15-minute oral report focusing on a work or author not covered in this course and 

discussing: 

    (a) the author and his/her/their oeuvre 

    (b) the distinctive characteristics of this work or author 

    (c) various approaches to reading this work or author 

mailto:fultonb@mail.ubc.ca


    (d) this work or author’s significance in the literature of the Korean diaspora 

    The class presentation is to be accompanied by a one-page single-spaced outline. 

2. performance (song, dance, instrumental, spoken word) inspired by one of the course 

readings or themes 

3. creative writing (fiction, poetry, memoir, play) inspired by one of the course readings 

or themes   

 

Classroom Etiquette 

1. Please close and put away cell phones before arriving in class. 

2. Please keep laptops closed and stowed during class. 

3. Please remove caps and lower hoods unless a medical condition necessitates wearing 

them. 

4. Please attend to bathroom needs before class or during our break from 7:15 to 7:30. 

 

Re-scheduling Comment Papers or Exams 

1. If you expect to be absent for a class, you have the option of completing the weekly 

comment paper BEFORE class; you may not complete the weekly comment paper after 

class. 

2. If for any reason you need to reschedule the midterm exam or the final exam, you must 

likewise notify me BEFORE the date of the exam (and the more advance notice you give 

me, the better). If you miss the midterm exam or the final exam, for whatever reason, 

without giving me advance notice, you earn a zero on the exam. 

 

Class Schedule 

September 8 

Discussion: What Is Diaspora Literature and How Can We Engage with It? 

Excerpt from Theresa Hak Kyung Cha, DICTEE (email) 

Lavrentii Son [Song], “The Master Seamstress,” trans. King (email) 

Ku Ho-jun et al., “Four ‘Palm-of-the-Hand’ Stories from the Korean Minority of China,” 

trans. Epstein (email) 

      

September 15 

Comment Paper: The Yalu Flows 

Discussion: Memoirs from the Colonial Period 

 

September 22 

Comment Paper: Running Through Sprinklers 

Discussion: Korean Canadian juvenile fiction 

 

September 29 

Comment Paper: Aubergine 

Discussion: Korean American theater 

 

October 6 

Comment Paper: Brother’s Keeper 

Discussion: the Korean War young-adult fiction 



 

October 13 

Comment Paper: The Red Palace 

Discussion: Young-Adult Mysteries from Chosŏn 

 

October 20 

Midterm exam 

 

October 27 

Comment Paper: XOXO 

Discussion: K-Pop diaspora literature 

 

November 3 

Comment Paper: The Collective 

Discussion: Ethnic Identity in Diaspora 

 

November 10 

no class: midsemester reading break 

 

November 17 

Comment Paper: The Fox Maidens 

Discussion: LGBTQ literature in diaspora 

 

November 24 

Comment Paper: Magnetic Refrain 

Extra-Credit Project 

Discussion: The Literature of Transnational Adoption 

 

December 1 

Text Evaluation  

Extra-Credit Project 

Discussion: What’s Eating Jackie Oh? And multi-generational family life in diaspora 

 

 

Academic Integrity and Responsibility 

As a member of this class, you are responsible for contributing to the course objectives 

through your participation in class activities and your written and other work and 

projects. In the process of coming into your own as an independent, responsible 

participant in the academic community, you are encouraged to seek advice, clarification, 

and guidance in your learning from your instructor. If you decide to seek help beyond the 

resources of this course, you are responsible for ensuring that this help does not lead you 

to submit others’ work as your own. If an outside tutor or other person helps you, show 

this policy to your tutor or helper: make sure you both understand the limits of this 

person’s permissible contribution.  

Academic communities depend on their members’ honesty and integrity in 

representing the sources of reasoning, claims, and wordings that appear in their work. 



Like any other member of the academic community, you will be held responsible for the 

accurate representation of your sources: the means by which you produced the work you 

are submitting. If you are found to have misrepresented your sources and to have 

submitted others’ work as your own, or to have submitted work for which you have 

already received credit in another course, penalties may follow. Your case may be 

forwarded to the Head of the department, who may decide that you should receive zero 

for the assignment. The Head will report your case to the Dean’s Office, where it will 

remain on file. The Head may decide, in consultation with your instructor, that a greater 

penalty is called for, and will forward your case to the Dean’s Office. After an interview 

in the Dean’s Office, your case may be forwarded to the President’s Advisory Committee 

on Academic Misconduct. Following a hearing in which you will be asked to account for 

your actions, the President may apply penalties including zero for the assignment; zero 

for the course; suspension from the university for a period ranging from 4 to 24 months; a 

notation on your permanent record. The penalty may be a combination of these.  

Academic communities also depend on their members’ living up to the 

commitments they make. By enrolling in this course, you make commitments to an 

academic community: you are responsible for meeting deadlines; attending class and 

engaging in class activities; working individually on the weekly quiz; and guaranteeing 

that the work you submit for this course has not already been submitted for credit in 

another course. 

 

Students with Disabilities and Academic Accommodations 

In keeping with the University’s policy of providing equal access for students with 

disabilities, any student requesting academic accommodations must meet with an Access 

and Diversity advisor. The Access and Diversity advisor will provide a letter detailing the 

academic accommodations to be made, and assist in case agreement between the student 

and instructor cannot be reached. Accommodations should be agreed to as soon as 

possible, in the first week of class if not before. Retroactive accommodations are not 

permitted, so if this applies to you, be careful to seek assistance in this regard 

immediately. If you are planning to be absent for varsity athletics, family obligations, or 

other commitments, you should discuss your commitments with the instructor before the 

drop date. 

 

Wellness 

I am committed in my courses to offering a respectful classroom environment that not 

only enhances learning but also contributes to my students’ overall wellbeing. If you 

experience medical, emotional, or personal problems within or outside of class that 

compromise your class attendance or academic performance, please feel free to notify me 

in my capacity as the Department of Asian Studies’ faculty liaison to the UBC Mental 

Health and Wellness initiative and we can discuss possible management strategies and/or 

I can help direct you to appropriate resources on campus. You may also reach out to Arts 

Academic Advising or your home Faculty’s Advising Office. If you are registered with 

Access and Diversity, please notify me if you have arranged with A&D for alternate 

examination dates or any other accommodation.  

 If you haven’t already done so, please visit https://students.ubc.ca/health-wellness 

to familiarize yourself with the array of wellness resources available on campus. 

http://www.students.ubc.ca/access/drc.cfm/
http://www.students.ubc.ca/access/drc.cfm/
https://students.ubc.ca/health-wellness


 

A Wellbeing Bill of Rights for My Students 

1. You have the right to a respectful and welcoming classroom environment. 

2. You have the right to access your instructors for your learning needs. 

3. You have the right to “me time” apart from social media. 

4. You have the right to maintain mental as well as physical health. 

5. You have the right to identify in the way that feels most comfortable and 

appropriate to you. 

6. You have the right to living accommodations that are safe and secure, on campus 

or off. 

7. You have the right to a respectful social environment. 

8. You have the right to develop personally as well as intellectually and 

professionally. 

9. You have the right to access campus advising and counseling services and to seek 

an accommodation if in need. 

10. You have the right to thrive. 


