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What is Asia? Where do its borders begin and end?  

 

This course introduces students to the fluid borders, rich archives, and multiple fictions of Asia 

and their transpacific circulations. The course challenges conventional maps by exploring how 

hidden histories and creative fictions of Asia open alternative perspectives on the Salish Sea and 

the province we now call British Columbia.  

 

Students will examine nineteenth and early twentieth century migrations from China and India; 

racial exclusion laws; the contributions of Asian migrants in building vibrant and multiracial 

communities; and how histories of Asian migration intersect with Indigenous struggles for land, 

resources, and sovereignty, in ways that may extend the borders of Asia. Students will have an 

opportunity to write their own histories using multiple archives, including family records, 

government documents, objects, and fictions.  

 

 

Mode of Delivery: In person 

 

Sample Readings (excerpts): 

Note: All readings will be available on Canvas 

 

Anderson, K. Vancouver’s Chinatown: Racial Discourse in Canada, 1875-1980 (Montreal: 

McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1999).  

 

Maracle, L. “Goodbye Snauq,” Westcoast Line, 2008. 

 

Trouillot, M.R. Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History (Boston: Beacon Press, 

1997). 

 

Course Evaluation: 

Online reading submissions   15% 

Participation/ class discussion  20% 

Final Paper Proposal    10% 

Presentation     15% 

Final Paper     40% 

 

 


